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Policy Statement
It is the policy of the Saltford Brass Mill Project to:
o Conduct suitable and sufficient assessments of risks to Health & Safety, including those from fire;
o Provide adequate control of the Health & Safety risks arising from our activities;
o Consult with our volunteers on matters affecting their Health & Safety;
o Provide and maintain safe plant and equipment;
o Ensure safe handling and use of substances;
o Provide information, instruction and supervision for volunteers;
o Ensure that all volunteers are competent to carry out their tasks and to provide them with adequate training;
o Maintain safe and healthy working conditions;
o Provide adequate arrangements and facilities for welfare; and
o Review and revise this policy as necessary at regular intervals.
Each volunteer has a duty to co-operate with this policy by:
o Taking care of their own Health & Safety and that of others who may be affected by what they do or don’t do;
o Co-operate with the Saltford Brass Mill Project to allow it to comply with any legal duty or requirement placed on it.
A copy of this statement will be brought to the attention of all volunteers.
It will be reviewed at intervals of no more than 3 years; sooner if required.

Anthony Coverdale
Chair, Saltford Brass Mill Project
May 2020
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Saltford Brass Mill
Saltford Brass Mill is a Grade II* Listed Building (1975: list entry number 1384676) and Scheduled Ancient Monument (1986: list entry number
1004607).
The protection provided for the site reflects the Mill's status as a monument to the Bristol Brass Industry, comprising a water-powered battery
mill, water-powered rolling mill and complete annealing furnace.
The Mill was established as a brass battery mill in 1721.
Two of the four battery mills were replaced by a rolling mill at some point between 1760 and 1830.
The buildings were refurbished between 1862 and 1899.
The mill ceased work as a brass mill in 1925 but was subsequently used as a squash court lit by hydro-electric power and later as a boat yard
using a water-powered circular saw.
The main block of interconnecting single-storey buildings is built of local rubble stone with ashlar quoins.
Mostly early 19th century buildings survive on the site, along with important survivals of machinery and fittings.
The Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments considers this site to be most impressively complete and an unusual survivor of the brass industry. The
remains are unique in Great Britain, and probably in Europe.
Sections of the complex were re-roofed under the aegis of English Heritage in the mid-1990s.
The mill is leased from the site's owner by Bath and North East Somerset Unitary Authority, who hold a long lease on the site (99 years from
1981) as a consequence of its scheduled and listed status.
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Plan of Saltford Brass Mill
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Visitors to the Brass Mill
Pre-Requisites
Before opening the mill to visitors:


A mobile phone must be available at the Reception Desk to enable emergency calls to be made.



A First Aid Box must be available at the Reception Desk.

Volunteer Manning
When the mill is open to visitors:


For between 1 and 12 visitors, one volunteer must man the Reception Desk and one Guide must be available in the mill.



When more than 12 visitors are in the mill, additional guides must be available; the minimum ratio being 1 Guide to 12 Visitors.



For Open Days, the number of duty guides must reflect the anticipated number of visitors.

For Group Visits:


One guide must be available for every 12 visitors. When parties of young people visit the mill, supervision must be supplemented by
parents and supervising adults.

Visitor Brief
All visitors are to be met at the Reception Desk and given a Health & Safety brief.
Evacuation


If the building needs to be evacuated, there are two emergency exits: (1) exciting via the main entrance and over the lifting bridge to the
mill garden; and (2) exiting via the dynamo room to the Mill Island entrance garden. In the unlikely event of the mill needing to be
evacuated, visitors are to muster in the mill garden or mill island entrance garden, away from the building, and await instructions.
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Hazards


The mill is an old building. It is a Scheduled Ancient Monument and Grade II* listed. The building is open to visitors as a condition of an
English Heritage grant in 1995 to conserve the building for future generations. English Heritage's report on the mill stated: “Our
Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments considers this site to be most impressively complete and an unusual survivor. The remains are
unique, probably in Europe.” The building therefore reflects working conditions in the 18th and 19th Centuries and does not meet modern
expectations for a public building. This must be taken into account when touring the building.



Barriers have been placed to prevent people standing into danger, but those barriers are positioned to give visitors the best opportunity to
observe the mill as it looked when in operation. Please respect those barriers and do not cross them for your own safety.



Floors are uneven, particularly where the original working floor is exposed. There are also a number of low beams in various parts of the
mill.



There are a number of open leats in the mill. Again, barriers have been erected to provide a balance between safety and visibility.



There is belt-driven, rotating machinery in the Dynamo Room. When in operation in the working mill these would have been unguarded.
Cages have been installed to protect modern visitors, but these are open mesh. Please don't put your figures through the mesh or touch
the moving belts. There is also a belt driven circular saw. Perspex guards have been placed over the blade and rotating parts, but again
look but don't touch.



There are also a number of tools around the mill which were used when the building was a working mill. Beware of heavy and sharp
objects.

In the event of an incident being detected by a visitor, the visitor must alert one of the Saltford Brass Mill Project volunteer guides, who will initiate
appropriate action.

Mobility Difficulties and Access
We have made the mill as accessible as possible, and the Reception, Battery Mill and Rolling Mill are 'Easy Access' and accessible in a
wheelchair.
The Annealing Furnace is accessed by two steps and the floor is the original cobbled working floor. This part of the mill is 'Moderate Access'. It
cannot be accessed in a wheelchair but can be viewed from the Reception and Battery Mill.
The Dynamo Room is accessed by two high steps. This part of the mill is 'Moderate to Challenging Access'. Unfortunately it cannot be
accessed in a wheelchair.
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