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Technical terms used in the brass mills in the

Saltford and Keynsham area

JOAN DAY

A brass mill was started by Abraham Darby at Baptist Mills, Naps
Bristol, in 1702, When be left the area for Coalbrookdale a
few years laler, the company contimued under the leaderahip
of ita remaining Quaker partners, and developed rapidly over

e next 50 years. Several new mills were established along Furrier

the River Avon and its tributaries between Bath and Bristol;

Keynsham, the most suitable site, became the headquarters

of the company. Other new [irms were also established In Wire D

this area which was al this time regarded as the technieal re Drawing
cenlre of the Indusiry, bot by the end of the cendury the initia- Strings

tive had pagsed to other regions with the eoming of steam

power and other developments. During the 18th century the 1

lecal brass industry declined rapidly and most of the mills Bumpling
were closed, until by 1000 anly Saltford and Keynsham rem - Wortle plate
ained, still using water as thelr maln source of powsr. Salt-

ford battery mill closed in 1808, the last brass hattery in the S
country, bul the rolling mills there remained, aa did the wire .

and relling mills at Eeynsham, 1o be revived a little by the

1014-18 war effort. Balthord finally closed in 1924, to be fol- Rumple pritchel
lowed just throe years later by the old headquarters af the

firm at Keynsham,

Thess local terms have been taken from tape-recorded Inter - Other Pracesses
views with three of the last very elderly and rather infirm Pickling

old men, who remember their work in these mills. The authar

would be glad to hear of any similarities or differences of sach Stawipa

teérms uied in comparable industries from other parts of

the country.
The Annealing Process Lemmel (?) ar
Nealing Annealing (in general use) lemmey (1)
A lire & fornace load
Buckle or buck hole Ash pit of annealing oven
Bosh Trough or large bowl for water, kept
im froni of ovens
Killott Three -legged stand to take trays carry-
g wire
Rolling Process
Slaha Rectangular brass mould ased for roll-
ing sheet
Blips Elongaled moulds for rolling strip
Shab Dross or imparities in aheet brass:

had to be removed before final process

Stranded or studded The jumming of rolls when incorrectly
adjusted for thickness of metal {in-
variably accompanied by unmentionable

Language)

Pritchal Punch or pointed tool for marking sheet
to patiern

Curls Strip motal curled round into circles
after going through slitting mill

Batlery Work

Helve Arm or shaft of tilt hammer (made of
wood |

Stalch or stulsh Sprag or length of wood used to prop
under helve disengaging it from cogs,
thus stopping hammer

Husk or Hursk Metal ring enclosing helve, on which

i plvoted

Round shapes of brass cul on shears
in preparation for hammering into
dhapes of pans

Cuter pan of thres, placed one inside

the other, whilst being shaped up by
baltery hammars

Karrow brasa ateip prepared for wirs
drawing

First stage in wire drawing
Die or plate through which wire was
drawn

Fincers which drew wire through
worile plate

Tool for reaming out holes In wortls
plate to correct size

Immersion of brags in 'vitriol and
waler', to give hard bright fintsh

Crushing process for furnace ashes
and other waste (o extract usable metal
lor remelting

Iron pot into which waste wire was
hammered for remelting

A Lishon Pan



Bhodl (men's veraion
today]

Shruff

Water Whaals

Waste brass, filings, off -cuta ete., veed
for remelting

Bame as above. This version taken
from 1862 sales catalogue of Keynsham
and Saldord premises. Hamilion's
‘English Brass & Copper Industries to
1800, p. 340, quotes Houghton's method
of making brass in 1807, i which "Ly
shrull or old plate brass', is used.

These provided the main source of

Floats
Btarts

Btaye
Rings

I DAY rs

power for mills; they were undershot,
and from 15 to 1§ ft diameter, Eight

were in use al Keynsham antil 1927, and
five al Saltford, although anly three
were used latterly.,

Paddles

Wooden alats which paddles were [il-
led on

Metal rods between aach foat

The two clrcilar frames of ﬂl:hjhutl
without Noats, starts or slays



